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Sunday, Oct. 25, marked the fourth anniversary of the US invasion of Grenada. According to NEW
YORK TIMES reporter, Joseph Treaster (10/25/87), time, money and advice from the US and other
nations have "begun to heal the wounds." Meanwhile, no one has forgotten the execution of popular
leftist prime minister Maurice Bishop by his own troops, and the fear of more violence, from within
and without. Grenada, with a population of about 92,000, is a conservative and mainly Christian
country. Most people acknowledge they had a love affair with Bishop, but they say they never
subscribed to his government's marxism. And they say they doubt Bishop himself was a marxist.
Some Grenadians say they yearn for the excitement of the Bishop rallies and the national pride they
felt when he spoke. But most were content to trade that for the calm which prevailed after the US
invasion and deepened as Herbert A. Blaize, 69, a lawyer, took office as Prime Minister in late 1984.
For most Grenadians there was never any debate over whether the US had a right to intervene.
When the leftist government disintegrated, the country's economy was deteriorating. Although
the bonanza expected from the US did not materialize, the economy grew more than 5% in 1986.
The country's major crops nutmeg, bananas and cocoa have rebounded and world prices are up.
Tourism, which jumped 31% from 1984 to 1985, has leveled off at about 57,000 stay-over visitors this
year and last, and about 200 cruise ship visits for each of the two years. Kendrick Radix, the former
Attorney General of the People's Revolutionary Government, holds occasional rallies. Although he
does not seem to have much of a following, he says he does not rule out violent rebellion. Sir Eric
Gairy, whose repressive style led to the leftist takeover in 1979, is publishing a weekly newspaper
and contemplating a comeback. The moderate coalition supported by the US as a means of blocking
a return to power by Sir Eric in the 1984 elections has fallen apart and many Grenadians say he has
reason to be hopeful. Urged on by US and British experts, Blaize abolished Grenada's income tax
and created several new taxes. But he has had trouble collecting them, and has borrowed heavily.
Last year, 17 soldiers and officials of the former leftist government were convicted of killing Bishop
and several friends and cabinet members. Most were sentenced to death; all are appealing the
verdicts. Negative views on the country's circumstances are regularly aired by members of the
small but active Maurice Bishop Patriotic Movement (MBPM). In statements to reporters on Oct. 23,
MBPM representative Don Rojas said that per capita, Grenada is among the most indebted nations
in the world. With a total foreign debt of $200 million, per capita debt is close $2,000. According
to Rojas, under Blaize's "puppet regime," Grenada is experiencing economic, political and social
crisis. As an example of social crisis, he pointed to the "reintroduction" of large-scale prostitution,
crime and drug use during the US military occupation and thereafter. According to Rojas, current
conditions in Grenada are worse than under the Gairy regime deposed by Bishop in 1979. As an
example of the island's dependence and lack of sovereignty, Rojas stated that Grenada was the
only country in the Organization of American States (OAS) that openly supported the US economic
blockade against Nicaragua, and the only Third World nation at the United Nations that twice
opposed sanctions against South Africa. (Basic data from PRENSA LATINA, 10/23/87)

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 2

LADB Article Id: 075909
ISSN: 1060-4189

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 2

